This is one of a series of papers dealing with the genera of the family Thornenematidae Siddiqi, 1969. The genus Willinema was proposed in 1967 by Baqri & Jairajpuri for a species originally described as Labronema parvum Williams, 1959 and later transferred to Thornenema by Williams (1964) and for their new species W. indicum. The genus was defined as close to Thornenema except for the tail shape; it was further compared with Mesodorylaimus and Labronema. Siddiqi (1969) Coast (1975) . Soil samples were fixed in toto with 5% formaldehyde; later on the nematodes were extracted in the laboratory by centrifugation-flotation in silica gel.
All nematodes
were mounted in glycerine on permanent Cobb's slides; sections were mounted in glycerine jelly.
GENERAL MORPHOLOGY
Body size and shape: Willinema comprises small to medium-sized species (0.4 mm < L < 1.2 mm) with very variable a and c ratios (23 < a < 44; 29 < c < 62). Vulva position ranges from 44 to 53 %. The body shape upon fixation is usually ventrally curved to C-shaped; while in males the curvature is more pronounced towards the tail.
Lip region: The following types can be distinguished: -lip region wide and truncate, continuous with body contour or very slightly demarcated by a depression; lips with smooth (Fig. 1C) or more angular contour ( Figs 2C, 3A) ; -expanded and rounded, Pharynx and pharyngo-intestinal junction: The position of the pharyngeal gland nuclei and outlets are typical for the family and hence cannot be used as diagnostic characters, but length of the basal bulb relative to total neck length can be used at species level. Pharyngo-intestinal junction variable in shape: conoid (Fig. 5K ), elongated conoid (Fig. 11) and hemispheroid (Fig. 2F) ; surrounded totally or partially by the most anterior part of the intestine. Due to great variability in size and shape even at species level the cardia is not a useful diagnostic character.
Tail: Female tail short, convex-conoid with broadly rounded terminus (Figs ID, 2G, 4F, 51) or more cylindrical with broadly rounded terminus (Fig. 6G) . Male tails differ slightly from those of females in having a more flattened or even concave ventral side (Figs 4E, 5M, 61) . Shape and length of tails are lesser diagnostic characters.
Reproduction and genital system: The genus Willinema comprises parthenogenetic and amphimictic species. The female reproductive system is usually
